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Fig. 1 Microstructure of the sandy pottery excavated from Nanzhuangtous Xushui County, Hebai Province (70X )
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Fig. 2 Microstructure of the sandy pottery excavated from Fig.3 Microstructure of the charcoalblack pottery
Fairy Cave, Wannian County, Jiangxi Province excavated from Hemudu, Yuyao County
(350<) Zhejiang Province(165X )
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Fig. 4 Microstucture of the proto-porcelain
1.3 - body and glaze at early West Zhou
(25220 dynasty excavated  from  Jiangshan
County, Zhejiang Province( 140X )
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Fig. 5 Microstructure of green ware body and glaze exca Fig. 6 Keolinite remains in Xing white ware body
vated from Xiaoxiantan Shangyu County, Zhe (350
jiang Province (405X )
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Table 1 Determined firing temperature of pottery and porcelain

Ware type Sample numbers The highest firing temperature/oc Average firing temperaturP/OC
Pottery 15 1 000 920
Stamped pottery 55 1200 1 080
Proto-porcelain 37 1280 1120
Porcelain 146 1380 1 240
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Brief Discussion on the History of Science and Technology
of Ancient Chinese Ceramics

L1Jia-zhi
(Shanghai Institute of Ceramics, Chinese A cademy of Sciences Shanghai 200050 China)

Abstract: Ancient Chinese ceramics have a long continuous evolutionary history of 10 000 years. It is
unique in the world. Its evolution has a very rich scientific and technological connotation. As a whole,
it can be summarized by five milestones for its evolution and by three essential technological break -
throughs for its main advances.
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