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A STUDY OF THE POTTERY UNEARTHED AT HOMUDU
Li Jia-zhi Chen Xian-qiu Deng Ze-qun Gu Zu-jun
(Shanghai Institute of Ceramics, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

The authors have studied the pottery of the four layers of cultural deposits excavated
at Homudu, Yuyao County, Zhejiang Province, According to the results obtained from
the research of chemical compositions, micro-structures, firing temperatures and physical
properties of these potteries, it reveals that these excavated potteries dated as far back
as seven thousand years ago in the fourth layer possess the distinguished characteristics
which have never been found before,

1.The mixed carbon black wares excavated in large quantities were made of a kind of
clay containing sericite intentionally mixed up with carbonized rice husks, stalks and
leaves which were burnt beforehand,

2.The Fe.O; contents of the potteries excavated from the fourth layer, irrespective of
mixed carbon black wares or sandy black wares are very low (1.5~1.8%) . This has never
been found at any other excavated neolithic sites in China and even also at other layers at
Homudu.Possibly it relates to the higher purity of raw materials being used,

3.Such potteries (particularly those from the fourth layer) mark a high ignition loss
up to 13.42% due to carbon and organic materials contained therein,

From the variation of composition and the development of technology of the potteries
excavated at Homudu we can get a clear view of the relationship among the four layers
of cultural deposits super-imposed one upon the other,This may offer some worthy refe-
rences for the archaeologists.
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